
    

Historic Wetsel House receives finishing touches from Eco Roofing 4

Topping off the year

— Post online, get in print   

news 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU
‘Neighborsgo’ recognizes
the year’s top contributors 2

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Swing into the New Year
with January’s events 3

community
WORK OF HEART
Catholic school teachers,
staff honored with grants 11

SPREADING CHEER
Plano Early Lions deliver
toys to needy families 12

Plano
Friday, Dec. 31, 2010Murphy

year in
review

IN THE CLASSROOM
PISD opens Otto MS, 2011
to bring in McMillen HS 6

LONGHORN PRIDE
2010’s top recruit Jeffcoat
adjusts to higher stakes 6

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Boggess fourth-grader goes
bald for cancer research 7

FOCUS ON FAITH
After celebrating 160 years,
church gets makeover 8

 



4
D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

3
1,

 2
0

10
n

e
ig

h
b

o
rs

g
o

| 
P

la
n

o
 |

 M
u

rp
h

y

By JANICE CLINE
Contributor

SAEROM YOO
syoo@neighborsgo.com

half-year rally to save a
piece of Plano history
came to an end in Decem-
ber when Irving-based Eco

Roofing donated labor and mate-
rials to replace the roof on the cen-
tury-old Andrew Wetsel House.

“We are pleased to be involved
in a project of this nature to pre-
serve part of the history of Plano,”
said Richard Lack, owner of Eco
Roofing.

Roof construction was com-
pleted in two days and involved re-
moving the roofing materials, re-
placing almost 5,000 square feet
of decking and installing 35-year
asphalt composition shingles.
Gulf Eagle Supply donated the
shingles.

The roof replacement was the
final stage of the preservation ef-
forts spearheaded by Clint Hag-
gard and local historian Janice
Cline.

When Haggard, a fifth-genera-
tion Plano resident, heard about a
pair of elderly sisters’ struggle to
save their historic home on East
16th Street, he knew he had to do
something.

The Wetsel House, which was
built in 1901, had fallen into disre-
pair and out of code compliance
since Peggy Mitchell and Dorothy
Mitchell Johnston bought the
home in the ’80s. 

The city of Plano had moved
the home to the Mitchell property
to make way for the municipal
complex on Avenue K — the
home’s original address.

So Haggard rallied volunteers
to help preserve the home. 

In two work weekends, volun-
teers scraped and stripped off the
paint, replaced 90 percent of the
rotten wood, primed the exterior
of the house and boarded up win-
dows. But the most difficult task
remained — the roof, which re-
quired about $8,000 worth of
labor and materials. Fundraisers

weren’t successful in the way Hag-
gard had hoped.

Instead, word spread about the
Wetsel House and Eco Roofing
stepped up.

Janice Cline contributes to neigh-
borsgo on behalf of the Wetsel House
Preservation Project. Saerom Yoo is
Plano/Murphy and West Plano neigh-
borsgo editor and can be reached at
469-330-5685.

MORE INFO

Celebration of the suc-
cessful preservation project
will be at the Wetsel House in
January to thank the many
volunteers and donors and
open the house for touring.
For more information on the
project, e-mail Janice Cline at
lonedove@me.com, Clint
Haggard at clint@clint
haggard.com or Richard Lack
at rlack@ecoroofing.net.

year in review | ANDREW WETSEL HOUSE

Residents’ historic home restored by year’s end

A
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Sisters Dorothy Mitchell Johnston (left) and Peggy Mitchell stand outside the Andrew Wetsel home while area residents help with its reno-
vations. After half a year of work and fundraising, the home is finally restored, thanks to Irving-based Eco Roofing, which donated its materials
and expertise.

The new roof Eco Roofing provided was the last step of the half-year journey community volunteers
embarked on to save the century-old Wetsel House from demolition.


